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15. Article 1986 — language and integration tests

The Committee acknowledges that States may take measures to encourage the integration of
migrant workers and their family members. It notes the importance of such measures in
promoting economic and social cohesion.

However, the Committee considers that requirements that family members pass language and/or
integration tests or complete compulsory courses, whether imposed prior to or after entry to the
State, may impede rather than facilitate family reunion and therefore are contrary to Article 1986
of the Charter where they:

a) have the potential effect of denying entry or the right to remain to family members of a
migrant worker, or

b) otherwise deprive the right guaranteed under Article 1986 of its substance, for example by
imposing prohibitive fees, or by failing to consider specific individual circumstances such as age,
level of education or family or work commitments.



